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Abstract. A summary of published data on historical and archeoseismology of the Kerch 
straight region is presented. Materials of many years’ field study by one of the authors are 
used. These results were parameterized and PGV values during strong historical earthquakes 
were calculated. These PVG values are in range of 1.3–1.7 m/s that corresponds to significant 
seismic shocks. Such seismic effect could cause to a total destruction of ancient constructions. 
The Kerch straight is near (to the south) of Southern Asov seismogenic zone, which stretches 
sublatitudinally along the Kerch peninsula coast. The Kerch straight itself coincides with 
Eastern Crimean (Kerch) seismogenic zone. Both seismogenic zones are responsible for oc-
currence of historical and paleoearthquakes of the region. Seismic potential of the zones is 
possibility of the crust earthquakes occurrence with М ≥ 7.0 and once in few hundred years. 
Seismic intensity of these earthquakes could reach I ≥ 8. 
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